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Veronica
expects things to smell a littie
sweeter around her apariznent
this week after she received a
21,000 grant o keep her home-
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Miami-Dade
County Commissioner Bap-

recipients,

Bara Carey-Shuler called
entrepreneurs South Flovida's
reonemic engine and asked
corporate America to do more
2 support them.

“The constant number o
all business] failures is

rsas,

Dstls wtor of

high becauss we do not give
them the attention, help and
resources they figed,” she said,

DHI sald the grants are
part of a $30,000 campaign
focusing on smail businesses
in Floride, Texas and Arizona.
The program also includ
kind produet contributions
and hands-on training for
micro-entrepranaurs.

“PHL recognizes  how

¢ important start-up capital and

access  to appropriste
resources are in nurturing the
growth of smal siness,” ¢
company's director of oo po-
rate citizenship, Koliy /
said in a statement lmw
awards will 'uelp give prant
recipients the jump-start ¢
need to establish themsely
& LARGE DRESEMCE
A nicrosenterprise
fawer than fve 3y
requires Jesy than 835,000 in
SERrt-up While ACCU-
rate data abo numikey {
sieh businasses is hard to
cone by, one study reports
tha 9np" ‘cent of ail éstahlish-
ments o Broward and Miami-
Dade counties have fewer than
20 employees, Stephenson.
also a full-time teacher at Flor-
ida International Academy,
works alone at her I-year-old

g

1

. company cailed Adphilnat
¢ Studio,

The Jamaica native said
she’s using the grant money to
buy a sewing machine to put
embroidered trim on the
handmade batik shawls she
makes.

“1 studied te

enuers get $1,00

L said the grants are part of a

SE0000

(.’(U?Zj.)(é’l(j!? Jocusing on small businesses in
Florida, Texas and Arizona. The progrem olse
includes product contributions and training.,

much time for marketing, Ste-
phenson said she has managed
to sell a few dozen bars of
soap and about a half & dozen
shawls every month.

MORE CANDIDATES

Micro-Business USA is
reviewing a second batchi of
applications to chonse the
next fve recipie
And while
aren't being cons

helps ent:
smaller loan,

After fre 4 series of
ini 's, existing
: can apply for loans
300 £o $35,000, and
can apply for non-
zed loans of
F300 and $3,000, she

unded 12 yesrs ago,
-Business USA has pros

“1 always sa
the hest-kept
said.



